CONSTITUTION AND RULES 


- of - 


THE CO-OPERATIVE FEDERATION OP 
AUSTRALIA (INC) . 


This is the paper writing marked "B" referred 
to in the Affidavit of WILLIAM WHINHERAH 
RAWLINSON .and sworn before me this 
day of 1971 • 


ft’’ 

A Justice of the reace 



COBSTITOTIUB AND RULES 


-Of- 

THB CO- OP SKAT I VK rgOEHATION OF AUSTRALIA (IriC) . 


1. The mm of the Association la -The Co-Operative 
r adoration of Australia (Inc).* (hereinafter referred to as 
"the Federation") . 
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(d) 

(«) 
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OBJECTS 

The Objects of the Federation shall be ;- 

To provide a Federal Association for all types 
of Co-operatives throughout Australia. 

to pmanfra the development of co-operative enter- 
prise in all tons in Australia by giving counsel 
and providing regular opportunities for mutual 
discussion of co-operative aabitiona and problems. 

To advance the claims of co-operative enterprise 
for adequate, and where necessary , protective 
Leg is let ion and to foster among Government and 
Co— erclal administrative authorities an intelligent 
understanding of Co-operative aims and principles. 

To fostar unity within the Co- operative movement 
within Australia. 

To compile reliable statistics of co-operative 
activity in Australia regarding mrabarsblp, business 
turnover, resources, co-operative distribution, and 
any other details indicating its strength and progress. 

To maintain friandly liaison with International 
Co-operative Organisation and to exchange information 
of Mutual advantage in elding the extension of 
oo-operation . 

To foster an understanding of the International 
Co-operative Movement and for this purpose to rapraaent 
the Australian Co-operative Movement in the International 
Co-operative Alliance and to lend the Federation's 
support to any other international body whose 
alas ora consistent with Co-operative philosophy 
and pr actios. 

To support efforts mada by co-operative organisations 
to participata in the benefit of any measures adopted 
by the State and Commonwealth Government in pursuance 
of policies to decentralise manufactures and davelop 
distribution of consumer goods to encourage rural 
industry, and assist agricultural producers in 
co-operative marketing end processing, the construction 
of adequate housing and the provision of credit £nd 
general facilities . 


1 . 



t 


(i) to encourage the formation and foater the develop- 
ment of a State Federation in each State for the 
purpose of promoting friendly relations between 
existing oo— operatives , encouraging the formation 
of new units on sound lines and co-operative 
principals, giving aid to the Co-operative Movement 
with advice and information, and generally to act 
as a centre of unity to register co-operative strength 
and progress . 

(j) To borrow any eonsys required for the purpose of 
the Federation upon such terms and securities as 
may be determined. 

(JO end to do ell other things which in the opinion of 
tbe members and the Council ara considered to be 
Incidental or oomuacive to the expansion and con- 
solidation of tha Co-operative Movement et home 
end abroad, or to the interests of the Federation 
and its members or to the attainment of tha above 
objects or any of them. 

3. The Inc ome and property of the Federation shall be 
vested In the Federation and shall be applied aolely for the 
promotion of its objects and no part thereof shall be paid 

or transferred directly or indirectly by way of dividend bonus 
or otherwise by way of pecuniary profit to the members. 

PROVIDED TEAT remuneration may be paid in good faith to 
of fi oars and servants of the Federation or othar persons or 
nesbers of the Federation in return for services actually 
r en d er ed to the Federation. 

MKMBEUShlF 

4. Tha Membership of tne Federation shall be on a 
voluntary basis and the nesbers of the Federation shall consist 
of the following i 

(a) Full Members 

(b) Associate Members eligible for sanuaticn 

on Counsel 

(o) Other Associate Members. 

5. The following shall be eligible for membership as 
full members of the Federation: 

State Co-operative Federations wher* formed in 

Australis. 

(. The following nay be admitted as Associate Members: 

(a) Individual Co-operatives in States where no 
Co-operative Federation exists. Such Co-operatives 
should be incorporated under an appropriate Act 

of Parliament preferably but not exclusively under 
a Co-operative Act end whose Rules are considered 
consistent with recognised Co-operative principles. 

(b) without aiming to weaken the support of Central 
State Federations individual Co-operativas 
registered under an appropriate Act of Parliament 
and preferably under a Co-operative Act and whose 
Rules are considers*! consistent with Co-operative 
principles. 

(c) (Again without aiming to weaken the support of 
Central State Federations) Associations or Unions 
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or Group* of Co-operatives within one particular 
sector of the Co-operative movement whethar 
incorporated or unincorporated. 

Any other body whose declared aims and objectives 
are considered to be consistent with Co— operative 
principles and practices but whose aims are not 
primarily or predominately tied to a particular 
religioua or political group. 


7. Register of Members 


The Secretary shall keep a register of members in which 
shall appear the name and address of each member. 

I 


THE COOWCll* 

8. The continuing administration of the Federation shall 
be vested in the Council which shall be representative of its 
financial membership and shall consist of not acre than two 
Councillors from each State. The Council may vary this basis 
of appointment from time to tine. 

9. At all Council Meetings* the Secretary shall be 
advised by the appropriate authority* in advance of each 
meeting* the name of ita delegate or delegates. Excepting 
o« matter* of major co-operative practice or policy* or the 
amendment of this Constitution, each State shall he entitled 
to two vote* on all matter* on which a poll oust be taken. 

A major matter of Cc-oporative practice or policy shall 
be one determined by the unanimous opinion of et least three 
States and shall not be approved unless a majority of States, 
in membership with the Federation, shall ba in favour. 

10. Councillor* shall be elected for periods of three 
years. Casual vacancies shall be filled by the Council after 
consultation with the respective State meisher/s. The occupant 
of such a vacancy shall hold offioe until such time es the 
next election is held. The Council shall elect fror. its Berbers 
a President* Vice President, and one Executive Member. 

11. Council Meetings of tha Federation shall be held 
from time co time as dete rm ined by Council but shall be at 
intervals of not more than two year*. The business of such 
meetings shall be in conformity with tha objects sad tb 
current needs end problems of the Co-operative Movement at 
hcase and abroad. As far as is practicable all actions taken 
by the Council will be co-ordinated with Central State 
rederations. A regular News Bulletin including reports of 
Federation activities will be circulated to all members. 


Where possible, at laaat one month before eacn Council Meeting, 
the Secretary snail write to all members requesting appropriate 
items for inclusion in the Agenda. 

Where possible Council Meetings may be held to co-incide 
with the Annual Conference of State Federations. 

12. The Council shall determine from tit* tc time the 
proportions of coats which the Federation shall contribute 
towards the expenses of elected representatives attending any 
Council Meetings, having due regard to the appropriation of 
ita funds. 

13. The President, or in hia absence the Vice President, 
shall determine the interpretation of any clauses of this 
Constitution. On all matters before the Council the President 
shall have the right to exercise a substantive ano casting 




voU If necessary to datarmiae an Issue 


14. A quart* at a Council Meeting shall oonsist of 
Ccmtaillors in* at laaat threw States. If no qooruw be 
present within half an hour aftar the tine specified by the 
Secretary's notice calling the nee ting then those present 
(providing they t>e represents tive of nor# than one ft ate) 
shall discuss the natters before the casting and the Secretary 
ah all subsequently circulate their findings or recommendations 
to be confined by a majority of States in reply in writing 
to the Secretary. These discussions will then have the saao 
power as if they had been passed at a properly constituted 
Council Meeting. Such decisions will be recorded by the 
Secretary for Council confirmation at the next Council Heating 


15. Where the Executive considers expedient, a poll of 
Councillors opinions on specific item ray be carried out by 
mail or telephone. The results of such polls shall havm the 
seme application as if they had beam ga ds at a Council Meeting 
Such decisions shall be .tinuted and shall be submitted for 
confirmation to the next meeting of the Council. 


IS. Where a Councillor is unable to attend a Council 
Meeting, a proxy aay be appointed by the organisation he «a f~, 
rep r es e n ts to attend and vote at that particular meeting. 

Such prosy shall be a member or of floor of a Co-operative 
organisation. 


£XB CWriVB 

17. Bet w een the meetings of the council, the President, 
Vice President and Axecrutisv Member shall act as an Executive 
sad be empowered to act on behalf of the Federation. Such 
action shall ha nominated, circulated to all Councillors and 
be confirmed at taa next meeting of the Council. 

SbCMmOULAT 

13. To help to effectively carry out Its objects and 
operation the Council shall establish a Secretariat. The 
Secretary of the Federation shall have the oversight of the 
Federation and shall be answexable to the Council in carrying 
out all duties normally assigned to such a position, without 
limiting their generality these duties shall include the talcing 
end prompt circulation of all Minutes, the carrying out of the 
decisions of the Counci', the safe custody, receipting, banking, 
withdrawal and payment of nonies, the keeping of the books of 
accounts, the security of all laves tments , and the preparation 
for Counc il l o rs of a quarterly financial review of the 
Federation's af.'airs. The Council shall from tine to time 
determine the Secretary's remuneration. 

19. The Secretary of the Federation shall be bonded to 
an amount of not leas than $2000 as shall be decided by the 
Council free tins to tine. 

riNAUCIAb YEAR 

20. The financial year of the Federation shall coMenca 
on the 1st day of duly each year. 

t.Ote-PBOFIT BOD! 

21. The Federation shall not bo carried on for the 
purpose of profit or gain to any of its ner hers- and shall 

be prohibited from mating any distribution, whet.Vsr in property, 
money or otherwise, to any of its aoezbers tat tnis shall 
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not apply to tin* relaiburaeaent to any members of lajitiinate 
and necessary out of pocket expenses i ncurruc by that 'oe Tiber 
in tha conduct of the business of tha Federation. 

AQPITOF 


22. Tha Council shall from time to tin* appoint an 
auditor and ahall fix tha raminaration thereof. 

23. Tha Secretary shall lxawdiataly at tho close of each 
year, proeptiy da] War tha hooks of account* to the Federation’s 
auditor and shall circulate a copy of the audited aooounta to all 
Councillors within a fortnight of the completion of such audit. 

BhhX ACCOUNT* 

24. Tha i. ; of the Federation ahall be kept at a Bank 

determined from a to time l>y th-3 Council. All withdrawals 

from this a c oou n * sail be by cheque , tho signatories for which 
ahall ba specifi®.. ay tha Council from time to tioa. 

25. The Council shall have authority to invest the 
surplus funds of the Federation in approved securities and 
the reoalpta for such investments an all be lodged with the 
Federation's Bank for safe keeping. 

TRP3T2KS 

2i. Tha Council ahall appoint (2) trustees who shall, 
under the direction of the council oontrol the finances 
of the Federation in the aaniter eet down by the Council, ike 
tr u s t ee s shall be empowered to aot in the name of and on behalf 
of tha Federation in tha investment of its funds in any body 
sa directed fay the Council. The truste es ahall hold office 
at the pleasure of the Council. A trustee asy resign by 
notice in writing to tho Secretary. 

MBHBE&saiP rags amp cowtribltioms 

27. Annual Membership Fees and other contributions for 
the maintenance of the Federation shall be as prescribed from 
tlma to time by the elected Council of tha Federation. 

LIABILITY OF MBHBKKS 

23. Tha liability of members is limited to the valu? 
of toe asaeta of tha Fedsratloa. 

CRAKTS jCjP SCHOLARSHIPS 

29. This Federation nay astablian Grants, Scholarships 
ate. to be used for tha promotion of Co-operation, from tins 
to tins, out of monetary gifts, grants, and bequests it may 
receive. The Council shall consider each case and ahall 
determine the conditions on which all such gifts and contribu- 
tions shall ba accepted and the conditions to be imposed on 
those selected to benefit from same. 

COMMOM SEAL 

30. Tha council shall provide a Conaon deal for the 
Federation end shall provide for the custody thereof. The 
Seal ahall not ba used or affixed to any document except 
by the authority of the Executive and every document to 
which such Seal is affixed shall be countersigned by one 
member of the Executive and the Secretary. 
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M.TgHATIO*« TO OOHETXTt TIO?: 


31. A 14 alteration si this C?necliutlon shall l« made 

only At tar Council hen appro wed th*. prcpoaal in accordance 
with Clause (») and the matter has been confirmed by the 
asieber* of a majority of the 8tates in rwnabership. Any 

MOh imn •* * shall be subject to any Ministerial approval 

required under the Associations Incorporation Act 1895 and. 



qshekal 

32. *0 member shall fca entitled to claim on the assets 
of tha redsraticii. 

33. No mealier shall be entitled to tale any action or 
proceeding* whatsoever tor damage* by vay of injunction against 
ths Federation er any officer of th~ Fcueratior. ar.d or oyainst 
the Executive or any s-eidUer of the Executive for any matter 
act or thing done or purporting to be under any of these 
Buies or under any by-laws, notwithsta ndin g that any suer, not 
matter or thing was done In contravention of the Rules or 

by- lew*, the intention being that ca all such matters the 
Lxeeuti**e subject to the control of the Association in general 
nesting Shall be tha solo tribunal to docide all such -attar* , 
ami if any such action or proceedin'., be -rough t this Rule nay 
be pleaded as an absolute bar. 

34. The executive, the Secretary, th«. Auditor, the 
trustees end other officers aai each and every one of them 
and tbelr executors and adelnietratore estates and effects 
shall be indaenifled and kept harmless out of the assets 
and profits of the Federation from and against all actions, 
costs, ihargea, losses, damages and expenses which they or 
may of the, their or eny of their executors or administrator* 
eafcatss or effects shall or ray incur or sustain by or by 
reason of any act dona concurred in cvc oaitted in or about 
tbelr duties or supposed duties in their respective offices, 
exoept such, if any, ar they shall inent or sustain by or 
through tbelr own wilful neglect or default respectively end 
none of them shall be answerable for ths act, reoeipts, 
neglects or ^.-faults of the other ox others of than or for 
joinlrj la ai.y receipt or other act for thh sake of oonf or.iity 
or for may loss or expanse happening to the F Oder at ion through 
the insufficiency or doflciancy of title to any property 
acqui r ed by order of the Executim for or on behalf of the 
As sociation or Insufficiency or -.cficieicy of any security 

in or upon which any of the moneys of sha Association ahull 
be invested or for any loss or damage arising from the 
insolvency or tortious act of any person with men any moneys, 
securities or effects may be deposited, or from any loss or 
damage occasioned by an error of judgment or oversight on 
his part or for any other loss, damage or misfortune what- 
soever which shall happen in the execution of the duties 
of hi* office or in relation thereto, unless the same happens 
through his dishonesty. 

D ISSOLUTION 

35. The dissolution of the Fecaration may be ieterained 
by a akajorlty of members present at a uestina coiled for that 
purpose. In the event of dissolution the debts of the Fsceratioo 
shall first be paid and all other engagements fulfilled, iha 
balance of the Federation's funds, after all liabilities have 

been discharged, shall tnen be distributed as determined by 
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the nenbers at the tioa of dissolution was decided upon for 
any ona or ura of the purposes to bo administered by any on* 
or aora of taa organisations Liuteu bclcy.i : - 

As a grant acaolaraalp or bursary for rusearca work c.i soise 
as pact of Co-operative activity to bo actinia tored by any 
om or sore of taa foilowin* *- 

(a) A Successor non profit body to this Federation 

(b) Any Australian University # 

(c) fha international Co-operative Alliance in London J^y\{l^j-a 

as tiie non profit international contra of the 
world wide Co-operative Move— ant. 

(d) The international Lao our Office or any organ of 

the Uni tad Nations Organisations. 

In no oats shall any ussier receive a return of aauuersaip 
fees or share in the distribution of such funds. 


I SZAMILAUS ARTHUR NAlttlVLLL the Solicitor engaged in 
ths Incorporation under the Associations Incorporation Act 
1895 and Anendnents of The Co-operative Federation of 
Australia (Ino.) LLRSBY CERTIFY that the foregoing is 
a true and correct copy of the constitution and Rules of 
the said Association. 


DATED this 2 K ~ 


day of 



1971. 


*J- if, _ C 


Solicitor a rwrber of the firm 
of Messrs . Parker t Parker 
Solicitors Henry Parker House 
164 Saint George's Terrace 
Perth. 


